Cavs grab an early lead, crush Pistons, 116-88 | Sports 
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Today’s weather 
Windy and 
warmer. 
High: 51 
Low: 31 


Wednesday: Chilly, 38 | 26 
Thursday: Some sun, 42 | 30 
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Coming Thursday 


A lookback at Cleveland's 
leaders and innovators 


In marking The Plain Dealer’s 
175th anniversary, a special 
bonus section looks at the long 
line of influential Clevelanders 
who have left their mark on 
the region, and the nation. 

In Thursday’s Plain Dealer 


Metro&State 


Mother dragged as 
carjacker takes baby 


A mother is dragged through 
a Cleveland parking lot after 
she chased down a thief who 
took off with her car while her 
baby and younger sister were 
inside. A3 


Holiday help wanted: Volun- 
teers and donations are needed 
at the St. Augustine Hunger 
Center, which is continuing its 
tradition of feeding the needy 
on Thanksgiving Day. A3 


Nation&World 


Feds looking to block 
AT&T-Time Warner deal 


The Department of Justice 
is suing to block AT&T’s $85 
billion bid for entertainment 
conglomerate Time Warner, 
setting the stage for one of the 
biggest antitrust cases to hit 
Washington in decades. A4 


Royal anniversary: Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, 
the Duke of Edinburgh, cele- 
brate 70 years of marriage, the 
longest union of any monarch 
in British history. A4 


Final hurdle cleared 

for Keystone pipeline 

A Nebraska commission has 
approved an alternative Key- 
stone XL route through the 
state, removing the last regu- 
latory hurdle to the $8 billion 
oil pipeline project. AG 


Forum 


Justice delayed for 

9/11 victims families 
Opinion: Despite years of hear- 
ings, real justice remains elu- 
sive for the families of victims 
of the 9/11 attacks. We're still 
waiting for closure. A9 


Sports 


Ex-Indians Thome, Vizquel 
on Hall of Fame ballot 


Former Indians teammates 
Jim Thome and Omar Vizquel 
are among the 19 new candi- 
dates to appear on the 2018 
ballot for the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame. B1 


The Browns’ Plan: Browns 
coach Hue Jackson couldn’t 
bring himself to endorse a re- 
building plan that’s resulted in 
an 0-10 record this season and 
1-25 in the last two. B1 
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Tax reform 


Trump: ‘Huge tax cut’ for Christmas 


Analysis says half would face higher payments by 27, though 


DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday 
promised a tax overhaul by 
Christmas, even as a non- 
partisan tax analysis group 
said the Senate package 
would leave half of taxpay- 
ers facing higher levies by 
2027. 


Stylish way to help out 


Speaking before a Cabinet 
meeting, Trump said, “Were 
going to give the American 
people a huge tax cut for 
Christmas — hopefully that 
will be a great big, beautiful 
Christmas present.” 

Trump spoke as the Tax 
Policy Center said that 
while all income groups 
would see tax reductions, 
on average, under the Sen- 


ate bill in 2019, 9 percent of 
taxpayers would pay higher 
taxes that year than under 
current law. By 2027, that 
proportion would grow to 
50 percent, largely because 
the legislation’s personal 
tax cuts expire in 2026, 
which Republicans did to 
curb budget deficits the bill 
would create. 


The policy center, a joint 
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operation of the liber- 
al-leaning Urban Institute 
and Brookings Institution, 
found that low earners 
would generally get smaller 
tax breaks than higher-in- 
come people. 

In 2019, those making 
less than $25,000 would 
get an average $50 tax re- 
duction, or 0.3 percent of 
their after-tax income. Mid- 


job interview today and wanted to look her best. 


GUS CHAN | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Deona McCombs hugs hairstylist Gradieh Wreh after getting her hair colored and styled on 
Monday. Wreh and other volunteer stylists from Gallery of Hair Colorists in Avon worked with 
women from Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry to color and style their hair. The project was 
organized by Brittany Bo Baker. McCombs, who is in the culinary program at the ministry, has a 


Equifax breach 


Free credit freeze deadline extended 


TERESA DIXON MURRAY 
tmurray@plaind.com 


Today was supposed to 
be the deadline for signing 
up for free credit freezes 
through Equifax following 
the company’s horrific data 
breach this summer. 

Good news: You’ve got an 
extra two months. 

Equifax, one of the three 
largest credit bureaus, has 
extended the deadline for 
consumers to sign up for 
free credit freezes to Jan. 
31. In addition, the com- 


pany is offering refunds 
to consumers who paid to 
freeze their files after the 
data breach was announced 
Sept. 7. 

In the worst data breach 
in U.S. history, Equifax 
compromised personal in- 
formation for 145.5 mil- 
lion U.S. consumers after 
cyber thieves hacked into 
Equifax’s data base. The 
data stolen included peo- 
ple’s names, Social Security 
numbers, dates of birth, ad- 
dresses and, in some cases, 
driver’s license numbers 


and credit card numbers. 

Consumers clamored to 
freeze their credit files to 
stop thieves from opening 
new credit accounts in their 
names. In the weeks after 
the breach was announced, 
the websites and phone 
lines of the major credit 
bureaus were overloaded 
and many consumers spent 
hours on a task that should 
have taken about five min- 
utes. 

Equifax initially was 
charging consumers who 
opted to freeze their files in 


the first few days after the 
breach was announced. (In 
Ohio, the fee is $5.) 

Within a week, Equifax 
did an about-face and said 
consumers could freeze 
their files at no charge 
through Nov. 21, now Jan. 
31. The company said it 
would process refunds for 
consumers who used credit 
cards to place a security 
freeze on their credit file 
starting at 5 p.m. ET on 
Sept. 7. 


SEE EQUIFAX | A8 


More inside 


Medicare: U.S. Sen. Rob 
Portman criticized for saying 
the tax bill moving through 
Congress wouldn't affect 
Medicare. Details, A5 


dle-income earners would 
get average cuts of $850, 
while people making at least 
$746,000 would get average 
cuts of $34,000, or 2.2 per- 
cent of income. 


SEE TAXES | A5 


World politics 


N. Korea 
back on 
US. list of 
terrorists 


Designation aims 
to pressure regime 


Davip NAKAMURA 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday 
announced that his admin- 
istration has re-designated 
North Korea as a state spon- 
sor of terror, a move aimed 
at increasing pressure on 
Pyongyang a decade after 
the George W. Bush admin- 
istration removed the nation 
from the list. 

Trump made his decision 
public during a brief photo 
op at a Cabinet meeting, call- 
ing it “a very critical step” 
that “should’ve happened a 
long time ago.” The president 
cited assassinations by Kim 
Jong Un’s regime carried out 
on foreign soil, as well as the 
treatment of American col- 
lege student Otto Warmbier, 
who died in June days after 
he was released in a coma by 
the North after spending 17 
months in captivity. 

Trump vowed that Pyong- 
yang will face further sanc- 
tions in the near future and 
that this will be the “highest 
level of sanctions by the time 
it’s finished.” White House 
press secretary Sarah Huck- 
abee Sanders amplified the 
message on Twitter. 

“POTUS announced that 
the U.S. is again designating 
North Korea a state sponsor 
of terror,” she tweeted. 

The White House had sig- 
naled during Trump’s Asia 
trip this month that the pres- 
ident was likely to make the 
designation. 

The North spent 10 years 
on that list before being re- 
moved in 2008 by the Bush 
administration for meeting 
nuclear inspection require- 
ments. 


SEE KOREA | A10 


Recovering Hope 


Toothache leads nurse down road of opioid addiction 


JUSTIN MADDEN 
jmadden @cleveland.com 


WESTLAKE — A5 milligram 
oxycodone pill was enough 
to make former University 
Hospitals nurse Amanda 
DeSena an addict. Her ad- 
diction began as an attempt 
to ease the pain of a tooth- 
ache but it would send her 
down a tumultuous road of 
opioid dependency that cost 
her a nursing license. 
DeSena gave a discharged 
patient two oxycodone pills 
prescribed by a doctor to 
help minimize the pain on 
the woman’s ride home. 


The woman said she only 
needed one pill. DeSena put 
the other in her pocket. 

She discovered that she 
forgot to return the pill 
when she found it in her 
pocket later that night when 
she got home. DeSena put 
it in her bathroom medi- 
cine cabinet and thought 
the hospital administration 
wouldn’t make a big deal 
out of it since the dosage 
was already checked out. 

Two weeks later, DeSena 
had a toothache and was 
in pain. She remembered 
she had the oxycodone and 
took it. 


It was December 2008. 

“T took that one pill and 
it was off to the races,” she 
said. “It’s important for me 
to remember that my drug 
of choice is anything you 
put in front of me. But, for 
me, I crossed that line when 
I found that ultimate drug 
of choice.” 

Over the next year, 
DeSena said, she stole be- 
tween 10 and 20 pills a 
day from the hospital. She 
stayed high throughout the 
work day and when she got 
home. 
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JUSTIN MADDEN | CLEVELAND.COM 


A 5 milligram oxycodone 
pill was enough to make 
former nurse Amanda 
DeSena an addict. It all 
began with a toothache. 
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Amanda’s story: Watch 
a video of Amanda telling 
her story at tinyurl 

.com/recoveringhope9 


Getting help: For 
resources on getting 
help for your addiction 
go to cleveland.com/ 
knowtherx/ 


Tell your story: If you are 
in recovery and would like 
to share your story, email 
special@cleveland.com 

or go to tinyurl.com/ 
recovering hope to fill 
out our form at the end of 
the post. 
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